ii2             THE POLAND OF PILSUDSKI
On August 6 an army order, based on Pilsudski's plan, was
issued by the General Staff, but it modified to some extent the
original conception of the Marshal. A copy fell into the hands of
Tukhachevsky but he considered it a trap or a "bluff," and dis-
regarded it. As for the Polish General Staff, the changes it made
were due to its constant preoccupation with respect to the dreaded
turning by Tukhachevsky of the Polish left wing in the north.
The Marshal was not able to obtain as large a mass of manoeuvre
as he desired, but the whole Polish front was regrouped in accord-
ance more or less with his ideas. There was a serious check when
Pultusk fell to the Bolsheviks on August 8, and this led to the
strengthening of the army in the north with other troops, which
reduced the numbers available for the great manoeuvre.
WARSAW IN DANGER
At this time Warsaw, which had been strongly fortified, was held
by some ten divisions, supported by powerful artillery. The
evacuation of the city and the removal of the Government to
Poznan or elsewhere were discussed. The foreign diplomats were
uncertain what to do, though they were informed that the Govern-
ment proposed to hold the city to the last, and would take steps
for ensuring their safety. The Government itself was a little
doubtful, but Pilsudski, confident of ultimate victory, held it
together. Dmowski had withdrawn to Poznan, and the rumour
ran that he, backed by Dowbor-Musnicki, who had contemp-
tuously declined a command offered by the Marshal, was con-
templating the formation of a Secessionist Government if Warsaw
fell.
Poland was not helped by the Western Powers, who were
intimidated by the repeated threats of their Socialists to resort to
"direct action5* to prevent assistance to the Poles. On August 6
the British Labour Party published a pamphlet which stated that
the workers of Great Britain would take no part in the war as
allies of Poland. In Paris the French Socialists, through their
organ UHwncmite, spoke of a "war against the Soviet Republic by
the Polish Government on the orders of Anglo-French Imperjal-
ism," and cried "Not a man, not a sou, not a shell for reactionary